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1. UPDATE FROM INDIANA PUBLIC RETIREMENT SYSTEM [INPRS] 
 

Effective January 1, 2020, the monthly administrative fee for member defined (DC) accounts will 
increase to $3.75 from $3.00. The increase affects all defined contribution (retirement savings, 
formerly known as Annuity Savings Accounts) plans administered by INPRS, including those 
associated with PERF and TRF. Since accounts are charged in arrears, members will see this fee 
deducted from their accounts in February 2020. The INPRS's Board approved the fee increase on 
October 25, 2019. 

           Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 
	

2. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.   

 

Please see Enclosure #1 for specific elementary school information.                                       
      
       Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 

3. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.   

 

Please see Enclosure #2 for specific middle and high school information.                                       
        

                           Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
 

4. BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
 

See Enclosure #3 regarding the upcoming East Allen County Special Olympics bowling 
tournament. 

          Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 



   

 
5. E-WASTE RECYCLING PROGRAM 

 

EACS, in collaboration with OmniSource & AWS, will be training students how to disassemble and 
recycle all types of e-materials.  See Enclosure #4 for more details regarding the program and 
how you can help! 

            Connie Brown, ext. 3109 
 
	
	

6. REMINDER: UPCOMING OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 

Open Enrollment for Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance will be November 11 - November 29. 
Information sessions will be scheduled during the weeks of November 11th and November 18th. 
More details will be included in the Administrative Bulletin next week. 

           

Tina Grady, ext. 1009 
	
	

 

7. REMINDER: CPR/AED Training 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the 
end of the school year. November classes will be held in the 
Heritage area. All classes will start at 4:15 pm, class size is 
limited and requires pre-registration. If you need this certification 
for your license renewal, email or call Abby Koroncevicius, 
Health Services Coordinator. 

November 2019 Class Schedule  
November 5 (Tuesday at HEHS) 
November 21 (Thursday at HEHS) 
Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 
interested in, or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius ext. 7008            
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Elementary Curriculum Connection 

Nov. 1, 2019 

 

Dr. Timothy Shanahan, an internationally recognized reading researcher has 11 ways parents can help their children become readers.  Let’s look at 8 of 

them. 

1. As we know, there is a direct correlation between the amount of words a child is exposed to and their achievement.  Read to 

children.  Give children the opportunity to have books read to them at the library, on the internet, books on tape/CD, etc.  Books 

open their world up to them. 

2. Encourage children to tell stories and scribe for them if they cannot write them down themselves.  Illustrate the words and read the 

stories back to the children many times.  When children are ready, they can read the stories themselves.  

3. Play language games with children.  Teachers can provide parents with phonemic awareness “games” that they can play with their 

children that are appropriate.  (Songs like “Down by the Bay”, Exercises that can be done while breaking words down into 

phonemes) 

4.  Listen to children read.  They can read pictures, retell stories, or read the words.  

5. Encourage children to name the letters in the alphabet and the sound they make (without the schwa sound the only letter that has 

the /u/ sound is the letter U.  Don’t add it to other letters.  

6. Have children write.  They can write letters, grocery lists, or write a message to someone.  Encourage this by modeling writing in 

everyday living.   

7. When children are listening to a story, watching a TV program or movie ask questions.   Who is it about?  Where is it happening?  

What is the problem?  What are they doing?  They must understand what the message of the text (written, visual, or auditory).   

8. Do these things together often.  Read about things that are new and exciting for the child.  We have family game night, family 

dinners, family movies…  What about family reading?  Make this a FUN thing that families do a lot.  It can develop into a wonderful 

family tradition.    

 

 
EL (English Learner) CORNER 

Looking for new websites that merge listening, speaking, reading, and writing and are easy for EL students to use? These websites listed below all have at least a 

basic, free version: 

Duolingo (www.duolingo.com) Their “schools” section allows teachers to keep track of students’ progress (perfect for e-Learning!). Duolingo uses a gaming 

structure, with the threat of losing lives and the reward of gaining points. Students start by creating a free account and taking a placement test to see if they can 

start at a level other than beginner. Use this as a reward, or as an optional activity if students finish work early. Keep ‘em busy! 

Babbel (www.babbel.com) promotes the conversational aspect of language learning. It focuses less on building vocabulary and more on learning common 
phrases used in everyday speech (needs a speaking headset). Babbel’s practice contains native speakers with varying accents to get started speaking another 
language quickly. (Beginners!) 

Busuu (www.busuu.com) is built around a flashcard system and works on vocabulary-building as you learn. Organized into courses, including assessments, it 
also has a social option to connect with native speakers for conversation and critique. There’s even a review section where you can see what you’ve conquered 
and where you still need to practice.  

Memrise (www.memrise.com) focuses on learning words and phrases through spaced repetition and review. It contains video clips so you can listen to a wide 
variety of speakers, and you can enter any level without taking a placement test. 

 

 

What’s New in EDGE?   

(EACS High Ability Education) 

 

Don't forget the IDOE High Ability Resource page has 

Reading/Language Arts Units of study and project phases for 

small groups! The unit books can be changed to better 

accommodate your students needs or interests. All lessons 

have listed standards to assist in your planning. Check it out: 

https://www.doe.in.gov/highability/high-ability-resources 

 

Scantron B 3    Nov. 12 - Nov. 20 

Nov. 27-29 Thanksgiving Break 

http://maestrodecorazontalosh.blogspot.com/2010/09/otono.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://doggydessertchef.com/2010/11/24/happy-thanksgiving/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://duolingo/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
http://www.busuu.com/
http://www.busuu.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
https://www.doe.in.gov/highability/high-ability-resources


 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Important Dates 
ISTEP Retest Window 
Bundle 3 Assessment Window 
Bundle 4 Assessment Window 

11/4-12/5 
11/12-11/20 
12/10 to 12/20 
 
 

Motivating Students Who Don’t Seem to Care 
 

     From pretty much our first day as teachers, we’ve had this problem.  Why 
won’t they care about what I teach?  Why don’t they do homework?  Why can’t 
I motivate that handful of students who don’t seem to care?  In his book 
Motivating Students Who Don’t Care: Successful Techniques for Educators, Dr. 
Allen Mendler begins by reminding us that there are reasons students are 
unmotivated.  He suggests that a shift in parenting dynamics has made school a 
“rude awakening” when it links student success to personal effort.  He also 
points out that we should remember that from a psychological standpoint, this 
behavior is very often a result of a fear of looking ignorant, or a desire for power 
or control. Depression also plays a key role and he warns teachers of the 
consequences of labeling a student lazy…as this is not a growth mindset 
attitude. We must remember that refusal to work is a tool they use to protect 
themselves and that as the adults, we must find ways to respectfully challenge 
students.  Mendler advises that we must find ways to excite them about 
learning, as well as let them know we have not given up and will not give up on 
them. 
     Dr. Mendler goes on to outline 6 beliefs that educators must have and model 
in order to move students along: 
 

1. All students are capable of learning when they have the academic and 
personal tools to be successful. 

2. Students are inherently motivated to learn, but become unmotivated 
when they are put in situations where they repeatedly fail.  Our job is 
to help them see success along the way no matter how small. 

3. Learning requires risk taking, so all classrooms need to feel safe both 
physically and psychologically. 

4. Motivation happens best when these basic student needs are met: 
belonging, being competent, and being able to influence/control part 
of  what happens. 

5. High self esteem should not be the goal, but the result that comes when 
a student masters something challenging or works hard. 

6. High motivation for learning in school most often occurs when adults 
treat students with dignity as well as respect. 
 

     Dr.  Mendler claims there are key processes teachers should use for guidance 
as they attempt to inspire:  Teachers should be emphasizing effort, creating hope, 
building relationships, and expressing enthusiam about learning or their content, 
to name a few.  
  
Self-reflective questions: After this brief review of Mendler’s ideas, try to 
evaluate where you are in relation to his beliefs.  For example, how can you move 
forward with your students? What will you be more intentional about as you 
model those  beliefs?  How much in the forefront of your thinking are those  6 
beliefs embedded? How will you emphasize more of the growth mindset by 
expressing enthusiasm about your content area?  How will you create grit in 
students by emphasizing their efforts?  What can be done in your classroom to 
create hope for your students’ future, both with you now, as well as when they 
move on? 
  

To find out more about Dr. Mendler and his studies visit: 
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol1/101-mendler.aspx 

 
To see inexpensive books  that are written 

 concisely for busy teachers by Dr. Mendler try: 
 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/allen-n-mendler/208933/ 
 
 

November 1, 2019 Secondary: Middle School & High School 

Questions or Concerns about the Bundles? 
Please make sure you fill out a bundle feedback form located on the 

district shared drive. 

EL (English Learner) CORNER 
 

Looking for new websites that merge listening, speaking, reading, and writing and are easy for EL 

students to use? These websites listed below all have at least a basic, free version: 

Duolingo (www.duolingo.com) Their “schools” section allows teachers to keep track of students’ 
progress (perfect for e-Learning!). Duolingo uses a gaming structure, with the threat of losing 
lives and the reward of gaining points. Students start by creating a free account and taking a 
placement test to see if they can start at a level other than beginner. Use this as a reward, or as an 
optional activity if students finish work early. Keep ‘em busy! 

Babbel (www.babbel.com) promotes the conversational aspect of language learning. It focuses 
less on building vocabulary and more on learning common phrases used in everyday speech 
(needs a speaking headset). Babbel’s practice contains native speakers with varying accents to get 
started speaking another language quickly. (Beginners!) 

Busuu (www.busuu.com) is built around a flashcard system and works on vocabulary-building as 
you learn. Organized into courses, including assessments, it also has a social option to connect 
with native speakers for conversation and critique. There’s even a review section where you can 
see what you’ve conquered and where you still need to practice.  

Memrise (www.memrise.com) focuses on learning words and phrases through spaced repetition 
and review. It contains video clips so you can listen to a wide variety of speakers, and you can 
enter any level without taking a placement test. 

 

 
 
 

 

What’s New in Edge? 
EACS High Ability Education 

 
Five Hurdles Gifted College Students Must Overcome: 

 
1. What if I make the wrong decision?  
2. What if I am not the best?  
3. What if I fail?  
4. What study skills?  
5. Where do I even belong? 

 
 

Transitioning to college often comes with challenges for all students. For many 
high ability students though, transitioning comes with several hurdles that they 
may not have had to deal with in high school. The following article dives into 5 
main issues that many HA students face during the transition process to college. 
A great read to understand what many HA students may be thinking, but not 
talking about. 
 
 
https://giftedchallenges.blogspot.com/2013/12/five-hurdles-gifted-college-
students.html  
 
 
Jen Barney 
EACS 
District High Ability Coach 
 

 

http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol1/101-mendler.aspx
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/allen-n-mendler/208933/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
http://www.busuu.com/
http://www.busuu.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.memrise.com/


 
Special Olympics Area 3  

Bowling Tournament 
 

Please join us for an exciting afternoon of bowling and community involvement. Special 
Olympics East Allen County is a new program and has had over 40+ bowlers practicing 
each week since the beginning of September! We would love to have support from the 

East Allen Community.  

If you have any questions, please contact Andrea Brooks at extension 7466. 

 

Date: Saturday, November 9th 

Time: 12:00 pm 

Location: Pro Bowl West  
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Got a spare closet or a cabinet in the garage full of old tech equipment no one knows what to do with? 

Don’t sneak it in the trashcan to end up contaminating our landfills and risk being fined, load it up and take 

advantage of our new 

 

EACS, in collaboration with OmniSource & AWS, will be training students how to disassemble and recycle all types 

of e-materials and your donations to the class will be greatly appreciated!  The program will be located at the EACS 

Annex building (Room 110) and will be starting soon so we need your generosity! 

Teachers, Coaches, Custodians, Office Staff etc… 

look around your school rooms/buildings and start stacking it up! 

Examples of items we’re looking for: 

 

*Personal (Desktop) Computers 

Laptops 

Notebooks 

Tablets 

E-Readers 

Flat Screen Monitors  

External Hard Drives 

Computer Peripherals 

Cell Phones 

Land Line Phones 

DVRs 

 

(list is subject to change with the program progress) 

*most desired 

 

Contact Ericka Barrett, e-Waste Recycling Trainer, to set up a time to drop off your items. 

ebarrett@eacs.k12.in.us 

446-0100 ext 3195 

 

http://punto-informatico.it/4262990/PI/News/windows-10-update-freemium.aspx
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
mailto:ebarrett@eacs.k12.in.us
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